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Abstract

This descriptive research aimed to (1) study the conditions and the problems concerning the
use of local sages for the promotion of non-formal education and informal education, (2) study the
demand for the use of local sages for the promotion of non-formal education and informal education
and (3) synthesize and offer guidelines for the use of local sages for the promotion of non-formal
education and informal education in Nakhon Ratchasima province. Samples were 80 teachers from
District Non-formal Education and Informal Education Centers in Nakhon Ratchasima Province, 400
students, 50 community development officers and 32 local sages. with 11 knowledgeable people as
participants. Suggestions obtained during focus group sessions were applied for the improvement of the
guidelines.Research results showed that 1) the conditions concerning the use of local sages for the
promotion of non-formal education and informal education were in a high level whereas the problems
concerning the use of local sages for the promotion of non-formal education and informal education
were in a moderate level. 2) The students” demand for the use of local sages for the promotion of non-
formal education and informal education was in a high level 3) Concerning the guidelines for the use of
local sages for the promotion of non-formal education and informal education, the aspect of “basic
education” determined that they helped spread the word about literacy classes among targeted students,
they helped conduct the survey on illiteracy. On the aspect of “education for career development”, it
was determined that they helped act as resource persons for vocational courses, they became vocational
learning resources. On the aspect of “education for life skill development”, it was determined that they
helped foster ethics and morality, they helped foster frugality and sustainable living lifestyle. On the
aspect of “informal education”, it was determined that they helped promote activities of the
community’s learning resources, they acted as resource persons and ignite a passion for learning in the
community.

Keywords: Local sages, Non-formal education and informal education
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